Most soils can be classified on the basis of quantitative morphology but a suitable explanation of pedogenesis requires the recognition of lithologic discontinuities and an understanding of their age relationships. It is pertinent to ascertain whether there has been prior soil development, whether the imprint is still present, and if subsequent development has extended across the discontinuity. (Arnold, 1968) A basic premise of pedogenesis is that many kinds and degrees of processes take place in the environment (Simonson, 1959) , especially in the upper meter or so, and the results are observed or detected as alterations of the materials subjected to those processes. Most changes are subjective in that they cannot be measured or observed over the years and centuries that may have been necessary to produce the effects observed today. Instead the inferred changes are logical conclusions based on the concepts of mineral alterations.
